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Apxuenuckon amepuykn BacerseHcke naTtpujapwuje Ennnpoodop, Hanucao je nncmo
amMepuykoM Op>xxaBHOM cekpeTtapy Majkny lNMomney y kojeM ra ynosopasa Ha Hajrpybrbe
KpLWeHse /by ACKUX U BEPCKMX npasa npasocnaesHux xpuwhaxa y LipHoj ["opu, a noBooom
yCBajarba KOHTPOBEP3HOr 3akoHa o0 cnoboan BeponcnosecTu. Paau ce o jeaHoM o4
HajyTmuajHujux ennckona, He camo y CALl, Beh y uenom ceety, npeHocu PTPC.

I1peBo,u, TeKkcTa nnMcma NpeHoCuMmo y uenocTn:

Lparv rocnognHe apxxaBHu cekpetapy,

kao npencenHnk Cabopa kaHOHCKMX NpaBocnaBHux enuckona y CjeanteHnm AMEpUYKM
IOp>xaeama, umam nocebHy yacT npenopyynTtn Bawoj naxHu nocebHy 3abpunHyTOCT
npaBocnaBHMX XpuwhaHa Hale 3eM/be, 3a Hawy 6pahy n cectpe y LipHoj Mopu, koju nogHoce
Hapylasare Bepckmx cnobona HakoH HeAaBHOr ycBajakea "3akoHa o0 cnoboam
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BEPOMUCMNOBM|ECTN 1 CTATyCy BEPCKUX 3ajenHnuUa" o4 CTpaHe LPHOrOpCcKor napnameHTa.
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SVa ASSEMBLY OF CANONICAL
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January 16, 2020

The Honorable Machael B. Pompeo
Secretary of State

US Department of State

1201 C Street, NW

Washington DLC. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As Chatrman of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the United States of America, | have
the particular bomor of bringing to your attention our concerns as Orthodox Christians in this country for
our brothers and sisters in Montenegro, who are suffering a violation of their religious freedom after the
recent passing of the “Law on Freedom of Religion or Beliefs and the Legal Status of Religious Communities™
by the Parliament of Montenegro.

The implementation of this law seems to function as a means for the confiscation of religions
properties built before 1918 and which lack {ormal documentation of ownership, Our brothers and sisters in
the Orthodox Church in Montensgro are divectly impacted bry these measures, which threaten eight centuries
of contimuous spiritual presence and cultural heritage. | am deeply concerned by the increasing tensions in
Montenegrin bociety, as Orthodox Christians contiee 1o peacefully protest m an effort to protect their
sacred siles.

| call on you to protect Orthodox (hristians in Montenegro against any violations of their beman

and religious rights, and [ fully support you in youwr championship of international diplomatic approaches to
achieve a fair resolution both in this situation and in other situations involving religious freedom worldwide,

I pray for peace i Montenegro, religious freedom for all, and an open conversation with all parties
about this law:. 1 pray also for you and your family and the United States of America.

Prayerfully yours,
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t Archbishop ELFIDOPHOROS of America
Chairman
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